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Spring and Summer Events 
 
The Friends of the Mashpee Public 
Library have been very busy this 
winter preparing for a great season 
of fun events.  The Market Street 
Book Store and G Green Design 
have offered to sell tickets for our 
July 24th Murder Mystery Dinner at 
Christ the King Church July 24th.  
The troupe from Mary Astor’s 
Beechwood in Newport will be sing-
ing dancing and arranging a murder 
while we eat, drink and make merry.  
Tickets will go on sale June 1st.  Cir-
cle your calendar today.  
 
The evening will include a silent and 
live auction.  Chef Roland is creating 
a wonderful dinner.  We’ve already 
had a few fabulous auction prized 
donated.  If you have a piece of 
wonderful jewelry you no longer 
wear, a vacation week or weekend, 
you’re not planning to use or a small 
party or Boatride you’d like to do-
nate for the auction, please call Bar-
bara Notarius at 508 419 1584. 
 
August 15  (rain date August 16) 
Our Artisan’s Fair will take place on 
the Mashpee Commons’ Green.  
Tom Silver who played classical 
guitar at last year’s fest has volun-
teered to play again from 10AM to 
1Pm.  After Tom, Russ Wilcox and 
his Jazz quartet will take over and  

play until 4pM. The Village Crafters 
will display and sell hand crafts and 
the Friends will have a bake sale, 
book sale and silent auction.  Mark 
from Polar Cave will be serving his 
excellent ice cream.  We are cur-
rently looking for a food vendor. 

 
September 12 (rain date Sept 13)
will see a merge of our Touch a 
Truck event at Mashpee High 
School and the Walk to Read. Ap-
plications for the Walk will be 
available at the Library on Joy St. 
during the summer.  The first 100 
to register will receive free T 
shirts.  The community has 
stepped up to support this event 
with raffle prizes. Valerie Watts is 
donating a $100.00 Hallmark bas-
ket. CVS has contributed a basket 
of hair care supplies. The British 
Beer Company is donating gift cer-
tificates and Sandi is donating a  
scrap-booking basket from Crea-
tive Memories.  Sandi is currently 
looking for businesses or commu-
nity groups to be sponsors for the 
Walk to Read. The money raised 
from this event supports literacy 
programs at the Mashpee Library. 
Please call Sandi to join her com-
mittee, provide a raffle prize, or 
become Walk to Read Sponsor.  
Walkers will march from the High 
School to the site of the new 
Mashpee Library and return to the      
 (continued on page 4) 
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Since the last edition of The Preface, we have had a 
ground breaking ceremony and construction of the new 
library is well underway.  Residents driving by the library 
site can see the structural steel frame …the bones of the 
building, so to speak, rise from the earth.  For the first 
time, patrons can get a sense of the size and scope of the 
building.  What were previously flat images on paper, with 
square footage denoted, is now a multi-dimensional real-
ity. Most people have been awestruck by the size of the 
new library. We have gotten comments like, “It’s just what 
Mashpee needed.”  And “I can’t wait until it’s finished.” 
 
We had a beam signing ceremony in March. Members of 
the community were invited to drop by and sign a beam 
that has since been placed in the roof structure over the 
Steeple Street doorway.  Many people took advantage of 

the invitation and stopped by to sign their names, including 
a couple of sixth grade classes from Quashnet School.  The beam will be visible for 
about a month, until the contractor begins to sheath the outside walls. Nevertheless, 
even when covered up, those that came by to sign the beam will know that their signa-
tures will be inside the ceiling for the life of the building.    
 
Thus far, the footings have been poured and steel beams and the metal roof sheathing 
are in place.  Conduit has been placed for future wiring and plumbing.  By the end of 
the month, concrete slabs will be poured for each of the floors. After that, the metal 
wall studs will be erected.  This part of the construction moves quickly and the public 
has seen noticeable progress week to week.  The committee has approved colors of 
the exterior stone, trim and roofing. The finished library will be a thing of beauty as well 
as a source of community pride. 
 
A mother told me that her three young children, aged five to eleven, were very excited 
about watching their library being built. I suggested she tell the children that the 
rounded structure on the east end of the building is part of the Children’s Room. 
Knowing that, the children will be able to watch the progress of their space.  The new 
Children’s Room will be about the same size as our old building and will have furnish-
ings to accommodate infants through middle-school aged children and their parents.   
 
The area on the second floor, facing Route 151, that projects out from the building is 
the new Teen Space.  Having a Teen Room will be a new experience for our High 
School students. While the old building had shelves of young adult books, we had no 
dedicated space or seating for them.  The new room will have comfortable seating and 
computers as well as an expanded and updated collection of materials.  
 
The subcommittee has begun looking at furnishings, with an eye towards selecting 
things that will be very durable as well as being comfortable and attractive.  A small 
group from the committee visited libraries in Northboro and Charlton to view some of 
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the furnishings that are under consideration for 
Mashpee.  Seeing furniture in a catalog is not the 
same experience as seeing the actual items in per-
son. We saw some things we loved and some that 
weren’t quite right for our project. We sat in the 
chairs and tried out the tables.  Whatever our final 
selections may be, many hours are going into pick-
ing the best match for our community needs.   We 
hope you will be pleased with the finished results.  
 
Helene DeFoe 
Library Director 
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 Progress continues to be made on the New Library! 
 
 The accompanying 

photograph shows the 
progress that is being 
made in the building of 
new Mashpee Public 
Library. We are very 
grateful for all the hard 
work and generous 
contributions that have  
gone into getting this 
building constructed. 
We are confident that 
when it is complete it 
will be a show piece for 
the Mashpee commu-
nity. For those of you 
who would like to con-
tribute you can buy a 
brick at the Mashpee 
Library and at two other 
spots in town. Check 
the article on Bricks for 
the Library in this 
newsletter for details. 



 

 
 

. 
 
 
 
 

Notes from the President’s Desk 
 
This has been a very 
busy and challenging 
winter.  January the 
ground breaking at 
Steeple Street for the 
New Mashpee Library 
was scheduled. 
 
Anticipating the 
groundbreaking for the 
new Mashpee Library 
last week, I was glued 
to the Weather Chan-

nel. I kept hoping for a miracle that would 
send the predicted snowstorm on another 
course. Thursday, January 15th, I awakened 
to a gray sky that soon turned white, spewing 
flake after flake. I panicked.  Would anyone 
come?  I drove over to the Christ the King’s 
parking lot and carefully took one step at a 
time to the construction site.  I was not alone.  
More than 75 people, wrapped in scarves, 
heavy coats, gloves, boots and hats ap-
peared.  Everyone had big smiles, despite 
snowflakes attaching themselves to eye-
lashes and noses.   I recognized many select-
men, Librarians, Library Trustees, Friends of 
the Mashpee Library and even folks from the 
community not on any official group, just 
thrilled at the importance of this day. I was 
introduced to Rick Pomroy, the Project Man-
ager, Mary Jane and Mike Richardson from 
the Peninsula Reporter, and Katherine Dibble 
who trekked all the was from Boston to repre-
sent the Massachusetts Board of Library 
Commissioners. Speeches were painlessly 
short. The guys from Bufftree Construction 
had shinny shovels and white hard hats for us 
to use for the ground breaking. I added the 
hard hat over my fur hat and thought, “This 
ground is snow-covered and frozen. How do 
they think we are going to dig into this?”  Like 
magic, a tarp was removed from a big pile of 
sand, spread especially for this occasion.  We 
each easily shoveled in and quickly retreated 
to the warmth and coziness of Christ the  
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King’s hospitality room. I haven’t had this much fun in 
the snow since I was about eight and made an igloo in 
the back yard. Bufftree provide pastries and coffee 
and everyone was warmed by good food and much 
excitement. 

 
Our monthly Board meetings focused on plans for 
summer and fall events and on grants which we 
hoped might be possible.  Our Friends Group joined 
the Barnstable Youth initiative sponsored by the 
Donahue Institute, a part of the University of Massa-
chusetts.  Katherine Pinard and I attended a work-
shop on grant writing and Barbara Lynch represented 
us at a workshop on reaching out to teens in our com-
munity.  Our new Library will have a young adult room 
on the second floor, which will provide a safe and 
comfortable place for teens to read, use computers, 
do homework or just spend time with friends.  Helene 
Defoe and I went to a workshop  in Wellfleet to learn 
how to attract “reluctant readers” to the Library.  It was 
clear that there is a big difference in what attracts teen 
boys and girls.  We have been urged to provide 
graphic novels, magazines, and action novels for the 
males in our teen audience.  Libraries across the 
country are also starting gaming programs to draw 
this audience.  Games range from board games like 
Scrabble, which most of the more mature members 
grew up with, to Play Station, Xbox and WII.  The new 
library will have gaming events and tournaments, 
which we hope will bring in more young people. Kids 



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

who read do better in school and better in life. To 
fund this program, we wrote a Federal Grant appli-
cation and were awarded $8,825. This grant was 
administered through the Donahue Foundation 
and in addition to books, periodicals, and games 
will support some capacity building workshops for 
our Board. 
 
This spring, the Donahue Grant will fund a con-
sultant who will interview six members of our 
Board and lead a two-hour workshop on how to 
improve our skills and strategic planning.  Another 
consultant, also funded by this grant, will arrange 
focus groups with other community groups to see 
how we can work together without duplicating our 
efforts. 
 
Alice Borden presided over many book sales this 
winter. In early April, just as we were planning for 
the beginning of summer sales, we were notified 
that we must leave our store at 9 Joy Street.  We 
were given no reason and could not find a suitable 
space to relocate.  Mashpee Sun Storage, on 
Route 130, has given us a space to house our 
supplies and books for the August 15th Artisan’s 
Fair Sale, traditionally our largest annual sale. 
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Cynthia O’Brien, the new owner of the Market Street 
Bookshop in Mashpee Commons has done the com-
munity a tremendous service by offering a row of 
floor to ceiling shelves for Friends Books.  Alice will 
restock as the books sell and this will provide us with 
a continuing sale open seven days a week at a very 
convenient location. Our Store closing Sale on May 
7th, 8th and 9th brought out a great community re-
sponse for which we are very grateful. There will be 
Donation Days in June and July for fiction printed 
since 2,000 and specialty books and collections from 
any era. Alice is always looking for cookbooks, 
signed books, first editions and special interest 
books. Please read my weekly column in the Mash-
pee Enterprise (page 2 or the Arts Section) for dates 
and locations for the Donor Days.  Start sorting 
through your books now! 
 
The Friends have a plot at the new Community Gar-
den.  We want to thank Mahoney’s, Botello’s and the 
Cape Cod Wholesale Nursery for providing plants, 
seeds and supplies. Please call if you would like to 
help us with the garden.  Barbara Notarius 508 419 
1584. 
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Roche Brothers Name Circulation Desk 
 
The Roche Family of Mashpee owners of Roche 
Brothers Supermarkets have pledged a $50,000 to 
the new Mashpee Library. We have received 
$25,000 so far and expect to receive the balance 
this year.  We have wanted to make a very public 
“Thank You” to this community minded family, but 
haven’t been able to coordinate a story in the En-
terprise as yet.  I don’t want to keep this donation a 
secret, so am sharing the great news in this news-
letter.  It is no wonder the Roches were named 
“Citizen of the Year” by the Mashpee Chamber of 
Commerce.  They are always willing to help out 
with events and have now named the Circulation 
Desk at our new Library. 

 
There are still major areas of the Library looking for 
sponsors.  Please contact Barbara Notarius at 508 
419 1584 to join a very select group of community 
contributors. 



New Board Members! 
 
In February, a new Middle School student, Lauren McEl-
liggatt joined our Board as liaison with the Middle and 
High School.  She writes for her school paper and helps 
us communicate with her age group. 
 
We are, also, fortunate to have a new recording Secre-
tary, Cecile Sneider. Most know Ceil from her work for the 
Mashpee Women’s Club.  She lives in Stratford Pond and 
served on their Board, too. Ceil will be taking the position 
of recording secretary, vacated by Denise Carroll. Denise 
has not left the Friends, but will be focusing her efforts 
preparing for our Murder Mystery Dinner, planned for July 
24th at Christ The King Church. If you’d like to join her on 
the Murder Mystery committee, please contact Barbara 
Notarius at 508 419 1584 or email fmplpres@gmail.com. 
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Museum Passes 
The Friends of the Mashpee Public Library  

provide passes to: 
 
 

Cahoon Museum 
Cape Cod Children’s Museum 

Cape Cod Museum of Natural History 
Heritage Museum and Gardens 

Museum of Fine Arts 
Museum of Science 

New England Aquarium 
(available Sept. to June) 

Plimouth Plantation 
Roger Williams Park Zoo 

Sports Museum 
 
 

To reserve a pass, please contact  
the Library at 508 539-1435 at  

least 24 hours in advance. 
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Bricks for the New Library Walkway 
 
I’m hoping that now that the structure is underway, 
many of you who have thought about purchasing a 
brick will send in your application. If you don’t have 
one, please stop by the temporary location of the 
Mashpee Library, in South Cape Village, the Market 
Street Bookshop in Mashpee Commons or at Town 
Hall in the lobby. Large pavers and benches are sold 
out.  We still have bricks available at $125.  It’s a 
wonderful way to involve your whole family in a com-
munity project or memorialize a loved one. 



  Kid’s Column  
       by Gabrielle  Carroll 
 
The True Meaning of Smekday 
is an amazing book about what 
happens when aliens try to 
take over Earth. The main 
characters are Gratuity, a 
twelve year old girl, and J. Lo, 

a Boovish alien. The story is about aliens taking over 
Earth, and how Gratuity ends up saving the world. With an 
adventure around every corner, Gratuity is in for the trip of 
her lifetime.  Just one mistake could be fatal! 
Included in this action packed adventure are some great 
“photos”, drawings, pictorials, comics, and “newspaper 
clippings” that you are sure to love. Once you start reading 
The True Meaning of Smekday, you will never want to put 
it down. 
 
To get a look at the Boovish aliens and read a little from 
the book go to the website, www. Smekday.com. 
 
The True Meaning of Smekday by Adam Rex earns a top 
5 star rating. Look in the Young Adult section of the Mash-
pee Public Library for this book. 

 
 5 stars out of 5 
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Please thank our advertisers  

and let them know that you saw their ad in  

the Preface 

If you would like to place an ad in a  

future newsletter contact  

Barbara Notarius  

at (508) 419-1584 or by email 

at fmplpres@gmail.com 




