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The Preface is available 
online in pdf format at http://
jcarroll1951.wordpress.com/ 

or just Google Friends of 
Mashpee Public Library 

Newsletter 

The Friends Table            Katherine Pinard, Chair Person 

 

The Friends of the Mashpee Library now have a Friends’ Table 
across from the Circulation Desk on the first floor of the li-
brary.  We are staffed with volunteers. We provide assistance 
and information about the library to visitors. This includes infor-
mation about upcoming events, museum passes, how to obtain 
a library card, where to find the different sections of materials in 
the new building, library hours and policies. 
Our mission is to help out the library staff in any way we can and 
to fund programs, materials and books when state and local 
funding are not sufficient.  Our fund-raising includes the sale of 
raffle tickets, cook books, used books, tote bags, and happily ac-
cepting donations and seeking new memberships to our organi-
zation.  
Our new library is beautiful and we are very fortunate to have it. 
Please come out and help us support this fine institution and see 
all the wonderful things the library has to offer from DVD’s to au-
dio books, computers, events, books, magazines and more. 
 50/50 Raffle tickets are on sale most Mondays and Wednes-
days from 10:30am to 12:30pm, and 1:00pm to 3:00pm, Tues-
days and Thursdays from1:00pm to 3:00pm, and 4:00pm to 
6:00pm, Fridays from 1:00pm to 300pm, Saturday 10:00am to 
noon.  Tickets cost $2 each or 3 for $5. We will draw the winning 
ticket on or about the first of each month.  
We are in need of more volunteers to staff the table. It requires 
some training and a commitment of 2.5 hours each week or a 
pair of volunteers who can share this coverage. To volunteer, 
please contact Katherine Pinard by email at 
katheine.pinard7@verizon.net. 
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LIBRARY NEWS FROM THE DIRECTOR’S DESK: 
 

It has been an incredibly busy season at the li-
brary.  We would normally expect things to slow 
down once the summer rush was over and 
many patrons have headed off Cape or for 
warmer climates. This year, we’ve experienced 
the new normal; year round busyness. I don’t 
think we’ll ever return to a slower season. Peo-
ple have come to the new library, liked what 
they found and are making year round frequent 
visits. I recently overhear an older woman telling 
her friend that she just loved hanging out in this 
library. She has ably summed up the sentiments 

of patrons of all ages. 
 
Since our fiscal year began in July, we have circulated 70,466 items 
through the end of October.  In the previous fiscal year, we’d circulated 
124,409 items for the entire year.  At the current rate, it’s not inconceiv-
able that we will be looking at a yearly circulation in the 200,000 range by 
year’s end (June 2011).  
 
Since we opened in April, 1,931 patrons have received new library cards. 

We ended last June with about 10,000 patrons registered with the Mash-

pee Library. Since then, we have already added 20% more library cards 

in just six months. We knew there was a great need for a better library 

facility and if we built it people would flock to use it. All of that has come 

true and it makes the struggles to get the funding for the building worth-

while.  

When we first started, the project in 1999, I projected that it would take 3-

4 years to get a new building. Mimi Marsh, the Trustee Chair at that time, 

was dismayed by that and told me she wanted to be on the fast track. I 

told her that was the fast track and truer words were never spoken. It ac-

tually took three years of preliminary discussions about the need, fol-

lowed by eleven years of effort, two grant rounds and two Town Meeting 

votes to make it a reality.  If we could have achieved that time projection, 

it really would have been the fast track. 

In October, we were able to host the Friends of the Library Volunteer 

Brunch. It was the first adult library program held in the Events Room.  
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Last year, we had to travel off site to hold 

the brunch.  At its conclusion, Barbara and I 

agreed that the 2010 brunch would be held 

at the library. So many of the volunteers 

have stopped me to say how much they ap-

preciated the event. They felt truly appreci-

ated for their efforts and it gave us the op-

portunity to express our thanks to the many 

long time and new volunteers who came for-

ward to help us in our need. We couldn’t 

have gotten through the first six months 

without them or the support of the Friends.  

Thank you, thank you, thank you! 

Helene DeFoe 
Library Director 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 



 

Mashpee Public Library Hours  
Monday       10:00 AM to 5:00 PM 
 
Tuesday       Noon to 7:00 PM 
 
Wednesday 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM 
 
Thursday      Noon to 7:00 PM  
 
Friday            Noon to 5:00 PM 
 
Saturday        9:00 AM to 1:00 PM 
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Friends of the Library Launch 
New Website 

 
The Friends are pleased to announce a new for-
mat for our website. In the past, we did not have 
control over when the newsletter would be 
posted on line. As a result, the newsletter was 
not going online on a timely basis. With our new 
website, the Preface will be available in its 
online format the same day that the paper ver-
sion of the Preface Is included for delivery in the 
Enterprise. 
 
Additionally, it will be much easier to keep the 
website up to date, with news of current events 
being posted in a timely manner. Past editions of 
the newsletter will also be archived at this site. 
 
The new address for the website is:  
http://jcarroll1951.wordpress.com/ 
 
If you Google Friends of the Mashpee Public Li-
brary it should be the first link you encounter. 
Then you can put it in your favorites folder, and 
never have to search for it again. Check in regu-
larly to stay up to date on what’s happening with 
the Friends. 
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Left photo: President Barbara Notarius greeting and thanking the volunteers at the annual Friends 
Appreciation Brunch. 
 
Right Photo: Helene DeFoe thanking volunteers and staff for all their hard work opening the new 
building and working through a very hectic summer. 
 

Friends of the Mashpee Public Library Appreciation Brunch  Photos  

 



    

 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

From the President’s Desk 

Our year starts and 
ends every October 
at the Appreciation 
Brunch.  This year 
the response of our 
volunteers to the ex-
traordinary needs 
created by the open-
ing of the new 
Mashpee Library 
has been astound-
ing. Young and old 
alike have stepped 
up to help during the 

hiring freeze that has prevented the Town 
from hiring the two additional librarians we 
desperately need to help our existing staff. 

The staff has given 150% in response to the 
extra demand from the community. This 
July, they checked out almost 50% more 
books, DVDs, music CDs and books on disc 
than last July.  In addition, the requests for 
information, technical and about the new 
building and the use of the computers, our 
WIFI, and location of various parts of the 
collection have kept our reference desk very 
busy. 

Economic times have been hard on every-
one.  The Friends of Mashpee Library raised 
$66,071.43 during the last twelve months.  
This money came from our events including: 
the Artisan’s Fair, The Grand Opening Cele-
bration, Oktoberfest (2009) and the Walk to 
Read (2009).  It also came from our book 
sales, membership donations, other dona-
tions, product sales (bricks and benches, 
tote bags, cook books and coverlets) as well 
as Naming Opportunities and the remainder 
of a federal grant for our teen room. 

Our expenses to date have been 
$55,834.41. This includes purchase of a ma-
chine to clean the library’s CDs and DVDs in 
house, a small operating budget, printing 
and distribution of our newsletters, costs of 
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of the bricks and benches, tote bags, events’ 
promotions and expenses, children’s program-
ming and museum passes. This year, we paid 
for many magazine subscriptions, creation of a 
new website, more than $16,000 for materials 
for the new library and more than $10,000 in 
funds for temporary help at the new library. 

Ginny Scharfenberg has stepped down as Cor-
responding secretary. Mary Jane Richardson 
has taken over this position. She will, addition-
ally, be in charge of Membership.  Sandi  
Lahart gave up her Member- at-Large position.  
Kay Strakosch, formerly with the Inkwell Book-
shop in Falmouth, has joined our board in this 
capacity. Kay will be setting up an Author’s Se-
ries for 2011. Katherine Pinard has joined the 
Board of Directors as Member-at-Large and is 
running the new Friends’ Table. 

The Board cannot keep providing money for 

additional temporary help.  The Friends Table 

is across from the Circulation Desk on the first 

floor.  We are selling raffle tickets for a 50/50 

raffle that will be drawn each month.  Volun-

teers are also there to answer patrons’ general 

questions in hope of reducing demands on the 

librarians.   
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We have information about coming events, computer use, getting a card at the Library,  the Clams 
System, museum passes, buying used books from the Friends collection and where to find the 
various parts of the library or its policies.  

The Friends also encourage patrons to fill out a membership application to become a Friend of the 
Mashpee Library.  We hope that everyone who enjoys the library will become a Friend or renew 
their pledge to support the library.  There are no membership dues, but donations are always wel-
come.  

For more information contact: Barbara Notarius at 508 419 1584 or email fmplpres@gmail.com. 

Barbara Notarius  President of Friends of the Mashpee Public Library 

 

 Please thank our advertisers and let them know that you saw their ad in the Preface. 

If you would like to place an ad in a future newsletter contact  

Barbara Notarius at (508) 419-1584 or by email at fmplpres@gmail.com 
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Town Okays New Library Staffing 

It was very gratified to see the voter support the 
library received at Town Meeting in October. 
We had submitted two articles to create some 
desperately needed staff positions. We were 
asking to create a Reference Librarian position 
and two half-time Circulation Assistant positions 
for the Children's Room. There was no funding 
attached to the request. Creating the position is 
the first step in allowing us to place the request 
in next year's budget. I was so pleased to see 
the strong support as the votes were nearly 
unanimous to create the positions. We will be 
submitting a budget request in the upcoming 
budget and will keep our fingers crossed that 
the town is able to fund them. 

 

Helene  Defoe 

Library Director 
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Photo: The new 

Mashpee Library 
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 Photo: The Donor Wall 
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New Mashpee Public Library Dedication Ceremony Held October 29, 2010 

Left photo:  Selectmen Mike Richardson, reading a proclamation from Robert DeLeo, from the 
State House, recognizing Mashpee for the 161,000 books read during Mashpee Reads. 

 

Right photo: George Comeau, Board of Library Commissioner, speaking at the library dedica-
tion. 
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Kid’s Column   by Elise Carroll 

Island of the Blue Dolphins by Scott O'Dell 

I couldn't put this book down because it was so enticing and sad. The main char-
acter is  Karana, a teenage Indian girl whose tribe lives on an island off the coast 
of California. She is kind, loving, intelligent, respectful, and loyal. It starts when a 
strange boat filled with Aleuts hunting sea otters comes to the island, and when 
the boat leaves, half the men on the island have been killed. The tribal leader de-

cided that his tribe should leave and go to another island, where they hoped life would be better. The 
tribe was leaving, and Karana's brother Ramo was still ashore. As the boat was sailing, she jumped 
off and swam a mile back to shore to be with her brother.  

Together they faced many hardships, until Ramo got attacked and eaten by wild dogs. She had to 
endure a lonely existence for the next eighteen years, with animals and birds for companions. 

This book taught me that being brave is a great trait to have. When times are tough, try to make the 
best of it. It taught me that when you are lonely there is always something happy, even if it is hidden. 
It taught me that without love, care, and friendship it is very hard to survive and build up courage. 

 
The plot was exciting, the characters were interesting, and overall I highly recommend reading The 
Island of the Blue Dolphins for readers nine through twelve years old. Just remember to keep some 
Kleenex nearby when you read it, because you will really need them. 
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MASHPEE CELEBRATES NEW LIBRARY  by Celeste Bruno 

(reprinted with permission from the Mass Board of Library Commissioners website) 

 

“On time and under budget” were the first words spoken by Trustee Carlo D’Este at the dedication 
ceremony of the Mashpee Public Library October 29, 2010. The crowd of community members and 
local and state officials erupted into applause. The project took only 16 months to complete, but as 
Library Director Helene Defoe pointed out, it took 14 years of persistence to make the new library a 
reality. “What we got was well worth the wait,” she said. 

The community’s new two story 22,000 square foot public library facility is designed to be a commu-
nity center, a focal point for a variety of cultural and educational programs.  “If you build it they will  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

come, said Trustee Chair David Burton. “And boy, have they been coming.” Since it opened five 
months ago library usage is up 55% and 1700 residents have gotten new library cards. 

In the new facility, services to children and teens are provided in dedicated spaces that meet their 
developmental needs. “With the high school within walking distance, it was important to us to have a 
Young Adult space where teens felt comfortable,” said Janet Burke Head of Children’s and Young 
Adult Services. “It’s full every afternoon,” she added. 

The community meeting rooms which have a separate entrance so that they can be used even after  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

the library closes have been used by over 100 community groups in the five months since the library 
opened. Local Girl Scout troops are frequent users of the meeting rooms and to show their apprecia-
tion, over 100 Girl Scouts and Brownies recently planted 500 daffodil bulbs around their new library. 

The library also celebrates Mashpee’s Native American heritage with a special collection in the main 
area of the library. The Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe was represented at the library dedication by 
Linda Coombs who read a Library Blessing written by Jessie Little Doe Baird. Ms. Baird is s the co- 

Mashpee Public Library meets 
LEED certification at the Silver level 
and will be the first library in the 
Commonwealth to receive an 
MPLCP Green Library Incentive 
award of 5%, or $146,727 from the 
MBLC. The MBLC created the 
Green Incentive in 2008 to encour-
age the construction of sustainable 
library buildings 

Selectman Michael Richardson, pictured here with a 
member of the library’s Friends Group Mary Jane 
Richardson, presented the library with a Certificate of 
Recognition from the House of Representatives, signed 
by Speaker of the House Robert DeLeo. It was given in 
recognition of the more than 5,000 Mashpee residents 
who read 161,961 books as part of the “Community 
Reads” program 
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founder and director of the Wôpanâak Language Reclamation Project in Mashpee and the recipient 
of a 2010 MacArthur Genius Grant Award. 

“You’ve given each other the gift of freedom,” said MBLC Commissioner and Construction Program 
Liaison George T. Comeau in his address. “This library is a testimony to the strength of the Mashpee 
community.”  A major grant of $3,500,000 from the MBLC’s Massachusetts Public Library Construc-
tion Program helped make this $8,434,500 project possible.  

The Massachusetts Public Library Construction Program was established by Chapter 478 of the 
Acts of 1987. The program was first funded in 1990 and since then 290 grants have been awarded 
totaling $304 million for 209 construction projects and 81 projects for planning and design. Contin-
ued funding for library construction was authorized by Governor Deval Patrick and the Legislature in 
the General Governmental Bonds Bill in 2008. 

 
Touch screen computers bring the latest technology to 

the new Children’s Room. The area also features a pro-

gram room with tables for crafts and an adjacent Story 

Garden where this summer children held a butterfly re-

lease party for the caterpillars they watched change into 

Painted Lady Butterflies. 

Patience Jackson and Sheldon Gilbert were both 

recognized for their outstanding contributions to 

the project. Ms. Jackson is the MBLC Construction 

Consultant who worked closely with the community. 

Mr. Gilbert is a member of the Planning and Con-

struction Committee who assisted in writing the ap-

plication for the MBLC construction program and 

attended every town meeting to further the library 

cause. 

Library Director Helene DeFoe was instrumental 
in the success of the project 

Susan Cannavo (right), Library Circulation Ser-
vices, appreciates the new space that allows the 
library to do programming that meets the commu-
nity’s needs. Fran Johnson (left) is employed at the 
library through a government funded program de-
signed to help individuals 55 and over gain work 
experience and training. 
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Teen Recommended Reading by Lauren McElliott 
 

Two Way Street  by Lauren Barnholdt 

 “A road trip with her ex? Danger ahead:” 

As we all know there are two sides to every break up. In this book Jordan 
and Courtney are a couple in college that totally clicked from when he asked 
her out to breakfast at one in the morning. Since they are going to the same 
college they drive across country together for orientation, but then Jordan 
dumps Courtney for a girl he met on the internet. Since it is too late to 

change plans, the road trip is still on.  Although Courtney is heartbroken, she pretends not to care, 
thinking she can tough it out for a few days. But in a strange twist, Jordan cares. A LOT! It then turns 
out; he's got a secret or two that he's not telling Courtney. And it has everything to do with why they 
broke up, why they can't get back together, and how, in spite of it all, this couple is destined for each 
other.    

Divine Justice  by  David Baldacci 
“Freedom comes in a steep price” : 
Oliver Stone," John Carr” is the most wanted man in America. With two pulls of the trigger, the men 
who destroyed Stone's life and kept him in the shadows were finally silenced. The assassinations he 
carried out prompt the highest levels of the U.S. government to unleash a massive manhunt. Behind 
the scenes, master spy Macklin Hayes is playing a very personal game of cat and mouse. He, more 
than anyone, wants Stone dead. Does Stone end up dead? Or does Hayes end up dead? Can you 
solve this mystery?  
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Museum Passes 
The Friends of the Mashpee Public Library  

provide passes to: 

 

Cahoon Museum 

Cape Cod Children’s Museum 

Cape Cod Museum of Natural History 

Heritage Museum and Gardens 

Museum of Fine Arts 

Museum of Science 

New England Aquarium 

(available October to June) 

Plimouth Plantation 

Roger Williams Park Zoo 

Sports Museum 

 

To reserve a pass, please contact the Library at  

508 539-1435 at least 24 hours in advance. 



 

                    FMPL MEMBERSHIP FORM, PO Box 900 Mashpee, MA 02649  

                   Please join or renew your commitment to the Friends of the Mashpee Public Library. 
 

    Date_________ Name_______________________   Phone_________________________ 

   Address__________________ E-mail Address_____________ 

   I reside in Mashpee year-round__: or, only from_____to _____ 

   I would like to lend my time and talent to the FMPL.______; 

   Consider me for Committee Chair___    Board Member____ 

   I am enclosing a donation of ______________ check written to FMPL. 

   I prefer to pay by credit card #_________________________  

   Exp. Date___________ Security code______Signature_________________________ 

 

   I am also interested in helping with: 

  Artisan's Fair  ____  Newsletter____  Baking____ Board Position____ 

  Grant Writing ______  Oktoberfest____  Book Sales________ Authors Series___ 

  Bricks___ Membership_____   

  The Friend’s Table (requires a 2 1/2 hour commitment approximately once a week)_____ 

  Is this a new membership?_____ or a renewal of your interest in helping The Mashpee                             
Library?______ 

 There is no fee to be a member. Donations are gratefully accepted. 


