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.

The Summer of 2011 promises to be very exciting at the Mashpee 
Public Library.  This is the first year that Massachusetts Children’s Li-
brarians will be participating in a Nationwide Collaborative Summer 
Library Program.  The theme, “One World, Many Stories” encourages 
libraries across the country to offer multicultural programs and activi-
ties throughout the summer. 
 
Children expand their horizons when they travel.  Most Mashpee chil-
dren cannot travel far away to Australia or China or Brazil to learn 
about the varied world we live in.  But they can expand their horizons 
while reading about other lands; listening to others who have traveled 
or lived elsewhere; and enjoying the music, dance, games, and sto-
ries of other cultures. 
 
The Mashpee Public Library will embrace “One World, Many Stories” 
by offering a variety of programming for children and their families. 
Students will be invited to log their summer reading and earn prizes, 
either on a paper log or online.  The online component, 
www.readsinma.org/mashpee  will also be tailored for teen and adult 
participation.  The Children’s Department will provide weekly story 
times, multicultural craft activities, and trivia contests throughout the 
summer.  Because of generous funding from the Friends of the Mash-
pee Library and the Mashpee Cultural Council, several special family 
events have been planned.  These programs include “Animals from 
Around the World”, “Mad Science”, and a multicultural family concert 
by award-winning recording artists, Peter and Ellen Allard. 
 
The highlight of the summer is a program called “Didgeridoo Down 
Under”.  The DDU Show is a high-energy, Australia-themed program 
that combines music, puppetry, comedy, environmental education, 
character building and audience participation. DDU is interactive,   
       Continued on page 4 
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Notes from the Interim Director's Office 
 
On Thursday, April 14, 2011, Mashpee Public Li-
brary marked the one year anniversary of the 
new library building. (No, it doesn't seem possi-
ble.) To commemorate the occasion, the Library 
offered a fine amnesty week. Patrons who 
brought in non-perishable food items were able to 
have overdue fines waived on Mashpee items. 
The Library collected 6 large bins of food that 
have been donated to the food pantry @ Christ 
the King Church. 
 
Many things have transpired since the doors 

were opened last April. From circulation of materials to use of the new meeting 
spaces to programming attendance, everything has grown exponentially. Every 
month, the circulation of materials has shown a 40-45% increase over the 
same period last year...... Since the start of our fiscal year in July, the Library 
has circulated 131, 655 items, an increase of 41,865 items over the same pe-
riod last year. Over 2500 new library cards have been issued, 3 times what was 
issued the previous 12 months. Staff have scrambled to keep up with the de-
mand. And programming attendance has grown as well. 
 
The availability of the new Events and the Conference rooms has offered much 
needed meeting spaces for groups of all kinds. In the past month alone, the Li-
brary has hosted book clubs, the Scouts, a Chamber of Commerce sponsored 
SEED workshops for small businesses, the Mashpee High School Girls Basket-
ball team Banquet, the Brain Injury Support group, the Buzzards Bay Power 
Squadron, and a MA Board of Library Commissioners workshop, among oth-
ers. 
 
One of the biggest changes at the Library occurred in late January. Helene De-
foe, the Library Director, retired after 21 years at the helm. Without her vision & 
perseverance, this library would not have come to fruition. She is back in town 
after a well-deserved journey south, so you will now see her on the other side 
of the Circulation desk. Please say a big “Thank you” to Helene and her hus-
band, Ed, for all the time and energy they gave to the creation of this lovely fa-
cility. 
 
With Helene’s retirement, the Trustees and the Town have begun the search 
for a new director. The position has been advertised and interviewing process 
should begin in May. Hopefully, someone will come on board before the busy 
summer season begins. 
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And as always, the dedication & hard work of 
the Staff, coupled with the fine efforts of the vol-
unteers, have provided Mashpee and beyond 
with a library and services that will be enjoyed 
for years to come. 
 
Cheers, 
 
Bridget Bontrager-Interim Director 
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educational and a one-of-a-kind musical and cultural experience for all ages.  More information 
about this program is available at http://www.didgrevolution.com/.  In anticipation of a large turnout 
for this extremely unique show, Christ the King’s Parish Hall has been reserved for the event on  
August 11, 2011. 
 

Janet Burke 
Children’s Librarian 
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From the President’s Desk 

 

Since our last news-
letter, we have been 
through a hard win-
ter.  During the holi-
day season, we 
celebrated Chanu-
kah and Christmas 
with a new menorah, 
two Christmas 
Trees, a book sale 
and a wonderful 
harp presentation by 
students of Cy 

O’Neil, renowned local harpist.   

In January, Helene Defoe, our beloved Li-
brary Director retired and Bridget Bontrager 
stepped up as Interim Director in addition to 
doing all her other duties.  We are grateful to 
The Town Manager, Joyce Mason and the 
Board of Selectman for adding two part time 
staffers to the budget and the community for 
voting to support this at Town Meeting in 
May. We hope that, by the time you read 
this, a new director will be selected and pre-
paring to join the library family. 

Life is certainly a circle constantly changing.  
Peter White has resigned from our Board 
due to an increase in family obligations and 
his job, as Vice President, has been filled by 
Ann Bloomfield.  Ann has taken on the task 
of updating the electronic calendar in the 
library lobby and sending out our Constant 
contact emails to the Friends. Mary Jane 
Richardson is now Corresponding Secretary 
with Ginny Scharfenberg becoming a Mem-
ber at Large.  Kay Strakosch is our other 
Member at Large and Chair of the Author’s 
Series. We thank Ceil Snider who will con-
tinue as Recording Secretary and Leslie 
Marsh who continues as treasurer. Pat Ga-
mache is now our liaison with the Library 
Board of trustees. Bridget Bontrager has 
been our liaison with the staff and Lauren . 
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McElligatt our liaison with the schools. 

Our Author’s Series kicked off in April with 
Hank Phillippi Ryan. The event’s room was 
packed and the event was unanimously 
thought a success by all who attend and en-
joyed her talk.  Don’t miss the second in this 
series, July 9th at 11AM. The speaker will be 
another mystery writer, Cynthia Riggs, of Mar-
tha’s Vineyard.  Tickets are $8 and will be for 
sale at the Library and the Market Street Book-
shop. This year’s author’s series is dedicated 
to Dianna Smith, a long time trustee of the li-
brary who died in 2010. 

 

Late April and early May a host of daffodils 
was enjoyed around the library by everyone.  
We were delighted to pay for 500 bulbs.  This 
came from a fund left to us by the Mashpee 
Beautification Council when it disbands a few 
years ago.These were planted in the front of 
the library y the Mashpee garden Club and on 
the side by the Girl Scout Troops of Mashpee. 

 

Book sales are scheduled for June 4th and July 
16th from 9 to 1PM in the Conference room and 
at our biggest sale, August 11th, 12th, and at 
Artisan’s Fair August 13th from 10AM to 4PM. 
A Monday August 15th sale will wrap up the 
August event. Unlike last year, the Artisans, 
will be set up around the grounds of the library, 
not on the Green.  This last sale will fill the 
conference and Event’s Room.  The Artisans 
will again be from the Village Crafters.  To do-
nate books, come during regular library hours. 
If you have many books, CDs or DVDs to do-
nate and need help, please call Ed at 508 477 
1050 to arrange help. 

Other fund raisers held at the library this spring 
included a Silpada Jewelry Event and a Green 
Cleaning Event of Shaklee environmentally 
safe cleaning products. All profits from both 
events were donated to the Friends.  

PHOTO: Author Hank Phillippi Ryan on left 
with Barbara Notarius at the April Author’s Se-
ries event. 
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Mashpee Commons donated a unique bronze sculp-
ture by artist, Milton Teichman of Brewster, which will 
be displayed over the Time Capsule in the library 
lobby. 

Our Annual Meeting and Volunteer Appreciation Event 

is set for Thursday, September 15th at 7PM in the 

Events’ Room.  Everyone will be asked to vote on a 

change in the bylaws.  This change will extend service 

in any board position to four terms.  The job of Presi-

dent can now be shared by two people having one 

vote at board meetings. Please see our website at 

www.friendsofmashpeelibrary.org for exact wording. 

 Our latest project is the purchase of a laptop com-
puter and a Nook Reader for demonstration use at the 
library.  The librarians are being trained to help pa-
trons improve their computer skills and ability to down 
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Our latest project is the purchase of a laptop 
computer and a Nook Reader for demonstration 
use at the library.  The librarians are being 
trained to help patrons improve their computer 
skills and ability to down load books to com-
puters and Ereaders.  We are also looking for 
computer savvy volunteers for patron computer 
help.  This is a way to supplement staff time by 
use of volunteers.  Even with the two part time 
workers approved in the 2011 budget, we will be 
many hours short of our needs.  State law re-
stricts tasks which give access to confidential 
information on patrons to employees of the li-
brary. Volunteers can shelve books, help with 
computer training and clean disks with the ma-
chine donated by the Friends.  Janet Trask  co-
ordinates  library volunteers                                                                

 

Barbara Notarius   

President of Friends of the Mashpee Public 

Library 
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Important Upcoming Library Events 

 

Book Sales June 4th 9-1PM, July 16th 9-1PM, 
August 11th, 12th, 13th 10-4PM and August 
15th. 
 

Author's Event July 9th, 11AM - in the Events' 
room. Tickets $8. Available at the library and 
Market Street Bookshop 
 

Artisan's fair - August 13th 10-4PM. 
 

Annual Meeting and Volunteer Appreciation 
Event - Thursday September 15th, 7PM 

 

Friends of the Library  Website 

The address for the website is: 
http://jcarroll1951.wordpress.com/ 

If you Google Friends of the Mashpee Public 
Library it should be the first link you encoun-
ter. Then you can put it in your favorites 
folder, and never have to search for it again. 
Check in regularly to stay up to date on 
what’s happening with the Friends. 
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Summer 2011 Special Events 
 

Baby Farm Animals  
Saturday, June 25, 2011     
10:00, 10:25, 10:50 or11:10 – Registration is required. 
Kick-Off the summer with a menagerie of baby farm animals to cuddle! 
 
Author Visit – Tea with Coleen Murtagh Paratore 
Tuesday, June 28, 2011 at 4:00 PM – Registration is required. 
Enjoy a Tea Party with the author of The Wedding Planner’s Daughter Series. 
 
The Teacher Creatures 
Thursday, July 7, 2011 at 4:00 PM 
Animals from Around the World – A wild animal program that will entertain the whole family! 
 
Mad Science 
Thursday, July 14, 2011 at 4:00 PM 
A presentation of cool experiments and science activities for the whole family. 
 
Mike Bent’s Abrakidabra 
Thursday, July 21, 2011 at 4:00 PM 
Magical stories from around the world – features storytelling, amazing magic, music and hilarious 
kid-friendly comedy! 
 
Peter & Ellen Allard 
Thursday, July 28, 2011 at 4:00 PM 
Award-winning children’s recording artists will present a family concert. 
 
4-H Coastal Explorer 
Monday, August 1, 2011 from 10:00 to 3:00 
Hands-On Mobile Marine Science Exhibit for all ages. 
 
Capering Canines of Cape Cod 
Thursday, August 4, 2011 at 4:00 PM 
A canine performance and a visit with the dogs! 
 
Didgeridoo Down Under 
Thursday, August 11, 2011 at 3:30 PM 
Australia-themed program that combines music, puppetry, comedy, environmental education, char-
acter building and audience participation. DDU is interactive, educational and a one-of-a-kind musi-
cal and cultural experience for all ages!  To be held at Christ the King Parish Hall. 
 
 

All events are FREE! 

For further information call 508-539-1435 Ext. 3001 

or email jburke@clamsnet.org 
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Kid’s Column   by Elise Carroll 

The Needle and Thread by Ann M. Martin 

Flora and Ruby are young sisters. They have to move into their Grandmother’s 
house when their parents get killed in a car accident. Their grandmother runs a 
sewing supply store called Needles and Thread. 

 

I liked this book because the characters were interesting and so was the school they went to. I liked 
how they made new friends . I also liked the surprise party. 

 

Reading the book sometimes made me feel happy, sometimes it made me feel sad, and sometimes 
it made me feel angry. 

 

I would recommend it to girls from 2nd to 5th grades. I don’t think boys would like it all that much. 

 

I would rate it a 4.9 out of 5.  ☺ 
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Teen Recommended Reading by Lauren McElliott 
 

The Tenth Circle by  Jodi Picoult- This amazing book is about an ordi-
nary American family with an unbreakable bond between child and parent 
and the dangerous repercussions of trying to play the hero. Interwoven 
throughout the book is Daniel Stone's comic book about a girl ( who resem-
bles his daughter) is taken by the Devil into Dante's Inferno and her father 
who literally goes through hell to save her. Hidden inside the pages of the 
comic are letters that come together to form a message of the overall book. 
Look closely. 

Wait for me By An Na 

 Mina is the perfect daughter. Bound for Harvard, president of the honor society, straight A stu-
dent, all while she works at her family’s dry cleaners and helps care for her hearing-impaired little 
sister. At the height of a heat wave, the summer before her senior year, Mina meets the one per-
son to whom she cannot lie. Ysrael, a young migrant worker who dreams of becoming a musi-
cian, comes to work at the dry cleaners and asks Mina the one question that scares her the 
most. What does she want? Mina finds herself torn between living her mother’s dreams, caring 
for her younger sister, grasping the love that Ysrael offers, and the most difficult of all, living a life 
that is true. With sensitivity and grace, An Na weaves an intriguing story of a young woman 
caught in the threads of secrets and lies, struggling for love and finding a voice of her own 

Huck by Janet Elder 

Do you enjoy crying tears of joy? I have never read a dog story with such an uplifting meaningful 
ending. The wonderful story of Huck reminds us that the best stories about dogs are really about 
people or, in this case, community. There are only a few things in America these days can bring 
people together more than a shared love of dogs. Dogs enter our lives for all kinds of reasons, 
and Huck entered Janet Elder's life for one of the most important. This story is wonder-
ful ,gripping and heartwarming.  A must read!! 

The Good Sister By Drusilla Campbell  

A mother on trial for the attempted murder of her children opens Campbell's piercing latest. 
Simone's neglect of infant daughter Olivia, who she lets lie in her crib crying for hours on end, 
tears at the heart, but while Simone's mothering is disturbing, Campbell highlights the underlying 
factors that have pushed Simone to this edge, giving the story balance. Simone's macho hus-
band prevents her seeking treatment while he imposes pregnancy after pregnancy on her in his 
desire to finally have a son. Campbell burns through Simone's struggles and also those of Rox-
anne in haunting, graphic detail. This portrait of the inner life of a woman whose psychotic state 
led her to believe that killing her children and herself would have been best for all of them. 

Between Shades of Gray By Ruta Sepetys 

 Lina is just like any other fifteen-year-old Lithuanian girl in 1941. She paints, she draws, and she 
has crushes on boys. Until one night when Soviet officers barge into her home, tearing her family 
from the comfortable life they've known. Separated from her father, forced onto a crowded and 
dirty train car, Lina, her mother, and her young brother slowly make their way north, crossing the 
Arctic Circle, to a work camp in the coldest reaches of Siberia. It is through incredible strength, 
love, and hope that Lina ultimately survives. Between Shades of Gray is a novel that will steal 
your breath and capture your heart. 
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From The Library Board Of Trustees 

 

The Trustees are feeling relief and appreciation for the creativity 
and spirit of cooperation evidenced in the efforts to solve the staff-
ing shortages at the Library.  All the members of the Library family 
– staff, Friends, town officials, and Trustees – managed to find a 
workable solution by providing contract workers to ease the bur-
den on overworked employees and keeping the Library operating 
hours consistent.  The most recent report shows that circulation 
has consistently increased 40-45%, compared to the same periods 
last year. We are committed to maintaining staffing levels at least 
through the end of the fiscal year on June 30th.   

 

The hiring of a new Library Director is in process, and the new di-
rector should be in place by July 1st.  This is an appropriate place 
to thank Helene Defoe for her many years of visionary leadership, 
culminating in the opening of our beautiful new Library last year; 

and many thanks are also due to Bridget Bontrager for stepping into the void and taking on many of 
the director’s responsibilities while the search for a new director proceeds.  The staff has been in-
credibly resilient and patient, and they are all greatly appreciated. 

 

Once the new Library Director is in place, we plan to have Mashpee Police Chief Collins come in to 
advise us and assist in developing a comprehensive safety policy for staff and volunteers. This has 
been a concern of the Friends, and the Trustees completely agree that safety education and training 
are critical.  We are also reviewing and revising the Library meeting room policies, as well as that for 
the quiet study rooms.  These rooms are in great demand, and we will continue to work on this is-
sue.  The Library is a wonderful resource for our community, and it is good to see it being utilized by 
so many groups. 

 

  

The Trustees wholeheartedly support the Friends’ book sales, and several of us would be happy to 
assist in the planning and logistics process.  Nancy Soderberg, our outgoing member, has indicated  
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that she would like to devote her energy to the Friends, and the book sales in particular.  Nancy has 
been a dedicated and caring Trustee, as well as a  Library volunteer.  She will be a great asset to  
the Friends organization.   

 

A special note to all the Friends:  This Library came to fruition in great part because of your hard 
work and unrelenting dedication.  Despite economic setbacks, it will thrive and take its place as the 
heart of our community as all of us within the Library family continue to pool our energy, ideas and 
resources.  Thank you for all of your past, present, and future efforts.  The Trustees are so, so grate-
ful to all of you.   

 

Pat Gamache 

Liaison from the Mashpee Library Board of Trustees 
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Museum Passes 
The Friends of the Mashpee Public Library provide passes to: 

Cahoon Museum 

Cape Cod Children’s Museum 

Cape Cod Museum of Natural History 

Heritage Museum and Gardens 

Museum of Fine Arts 

Museum of Science 

New England Aquarium 

(available October to June) 

Plimouth Plantation 

Roger Williams Park Zoo 

Sports Museum 

To reserve a pass, please contact the Library at 508 539-1435 at least 24 hours in advance. 



 

                    FMPL MEMBERSHIP FORM, PO Box 900 Mashpee, MA 02649  

                   Please join or renew your commitment to the Friends of the Mashpee Public Library. 
 

    Date_________ Name_______________________   Phone_________________________ 

   Address__________________ E-mail Address_____________ 

   I reside in Mashpee year-round__: or, only from_____to _____ 

   I would like to lend my time and talent to the FMPL.______; 

   Consider me for Committee Chair___    Board Member____ 

   I am enclosing a donation of ______________ check written to FMPL. 

   I prefer to pay by credit card #_________________________  

   Exp. Date___________ Security code______Signature_________________________ 

 

   I am also interested in helping with: 

  Artisan's Fair  ____  Newsletter____  Baking____ Board Position____ 

  Grant Writing ______  Oktoberfest____  Book Sales________ Authors Series___ 

  Bricks___ Membership_____   

  The Friend’s Table (requires a 2 1/2 hour commitment approximately once a week)_____ 

  Is this a new membership?_____ or a renewal of your interest in helping The Mashpee                             
Library?______ 

 There is no fee to be a member. Donations are gratefully accepted. 


